The University of Nebraska–Lincoln’s Cather Project and
the Willa Cather Foundation in Red Cloud, Nebraska present

Fragments of Desire

Cather &
the Arts

The Cather Foundation’s 60th Annual Spring Conference
& the 15th International Willa Cather Seminar
June 5–11, 2015, Red Cloud and the campus of the University of Nebraska–Lincoln

This year’s conference is striking out into new territory to
combine both the Cather Foundation’s annual Spring Conference
and the International Cather Seminar. This Seminar focuses on
Cather in her interdisciplinary contexts, particularly the fields of
performance (theater and music) and the visual arts. Cather was
in many ways a cultural critic, with wide and varied passions for
her favored painters, musicians and singers. The Seminar will explore —in paper sessions, plenary panels and unique performances—this complex world of art forms. We are particularly pleased
that Jules Breton’s painting, The Song of the Lark, an inspiration
for the novel of that name, will be on display at the University’s
renowned Sheldon Art Museum during the conference. This
important work is part of an exhibition titled “Cather and the
Visual” and curated by unl’s Lindsay Andrews and Beth Burke.
RED CLOUD and LINCOLN
Red Cloud , once a bustling railroad town and growing pioneer
community, is the site of the Seminar’s first half. Willa Cather spent her
early life in Red Cloud, and six of her twelve novels are at least partly set
there. In partnership with the Nebraska State Historical Society, the Willa
Cather Foundation manages the largest collection of nationally designated
historic sites dedicated to an American author. We will tour these sites
and also learn about restoration of the historic Moon Block, which will
soon become the National Willa Cather Center, an archive and museum
to honor Cather’s life and legacy.

Keynote Speaker in Red Cloud: Richard Norton Smith is a
nationally recognized author and historian. He is a familiar face to viewers
of C-SPAN and the PBS NewsHour. Mr. Smith has been director of the
Herbert Hoover, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Ronald Reagan, and Gerald R.
Ford Presidential Museums, as well as founding director of the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. His past appearance in Red
Cloud was for C-SPAN’s live broadcast of American Writers in 2001.
Lincoln , a university town 150 miles northeast of Red Cloud, is the site
of the Seminar’s second half. Lincoln, population 250,000, is Nebraska’s
capital city and the cultural center for a large swath of the Great Plains
region. Cather’s years in Lincoln (1890–95) were spent attending school,
working as a critic for the local and university papers, and taking her first
steps as a writer.

Keynote Speaker in Lincoln: Terese Svoboda’s writing has been
featured in The New Yorker, the New York Times, the Atlantic Monthly,
Slate, Yale Review and others. She has won many awards and fellowships
in poetry and fiction. “There are writers you would be tempted to read
regardless of the setting or the period or the plot or even the genre.
Terese Svoboda is one of those writers.”—Bloomsbury Review

SCHEDULE
June 5–8 ; Red Cloud
Seminarians should plan to arrive in Red Cloud by afternoon on
Friday, June 5.
Highlights: Scholarly papers and plenary panels, keynote by Richard
Norton Smith, historic site tours, picnic on the prairie, art exhibitions,
screening of the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications
documentary Yours, Willa Cather, premiere of Larksong, a theatrical
retelling of The Song of the Lark at the Red Cloud Opera House.

June 8 ; travel between Red Cloud and Lincoln
Depart Red Cloud mid-morning and arrive in Lincoln early afternoon

June 8–11 ; Lincoln
The International Seminar will begin late afternoon on Monday, June 8,
and end after an evening event on Thursday, June 11.
Highlights: Scholarly papers and plenary panels, keynote by Terese
Svoboda, campus tours, Jazz in June, the “Cather and the Visual”
exhibit at the Sheldon Art Museum (which will include the beloved
The Song of the Lark by Jules Breton, from the Art Institute of Chicago),
and an evening of words and music derived from Lucy Gayheart.

HOUSING in RED CLOUD (June 5, 6, 7)
Motels
Green Acres Motel & RV Park: 402-746-2201
Blue Hill Motel, Blue Hill (20 miles north of Red Cloud):
402-756-3901
Drop Tyne Lodge, Franklin (25 miles west of Red Cloud):
308-425-6269
Victorian Inn, Superior (30 miles east of Red Cloud): 402-879-3245
Bed & Breakfasts
Cather Second Home: 402-746-2653
Red Cloud B&B at the Kaley House: 402-746-3989
Yost Farm Cottage and A. G. House: 402-746-2856
Ingelboro Mansion B&B, Smith Center, Kansas (35 miles south of
Red Cloud): 785-282-3798
Private Homes
People in the community of Red Cloud have graciously volunteered
to provide their homes as accommodations for the Seminar. Please
contact the Willa Cather Foundation at 402-746-2653 to be advised
on private housing options.
whether you choose commercial options or private housing,
* Regardless
accommodations for the Red Cloud portion of the Seminar are not
included in the lodging price and must be arranged separately from
your conference registration.

Seminar Directors
Ashley Olson, Director, The Willa Cather Foundation
aolson@willcather.org
Guy Reynolds, Director, The Cather Project, UN–L
greynolds2@unl.edu

PAYMENT
Registration will be open in January 2015 and payment can be made
online at www.willacather.org
Please pay using check, Visa, Mastercard, or American Express.
If you have a departmental cost center transfer, or would like to
give payment information over the phone, please contact Tracy Tucker
at 402-746-2653.

REGISTRATION (includes special events, speakers, receptions,
and all tours)
Prior to May 1: $300 and $200 for students/emeriti/spouses/partners
After May 1: $375 and $275 for students/emeriti/spouses/partners

MEALS: $200 (breakfasts, lunches, and dinners in Red Cloud
and Lincoln from June 5–11)
Meals at UN–L are at Selleck Dining near Kauffman Hall and
a meal tag will be issued to you. It is an open design, market-place
atmosphere with a variety of food choices.

HOUSING in LINCOLN (June 8, 9, 10, 11)
On campus (4 nights): double room/$150.00; single room/$190.00
If you choose to stay on campus, conference goers will stay in Kauffman
Hall. Rooms include a refrigerator, microwave and a sink, airconditioning, internet connections, and laundry facilities on each floor.
83 single rooms (first come, first served)
36 double rooms

Hotels
Arrangements have been made at the following hotels for a reduced
conference rate. Mention “Cather Conference” when making
reservations for the discounted rate. (Of course, you are not limited
to these hotels.)
Embassy Suites, 1040 P Street, 402-474-1111, $129/night
In the Historic Haymarket District, 3 blocks to campus
Courtyard by Marriott, 402-904-4800, $124/night
Hyatt Place, 402-702-6007, $109/night

PARKING on the UNL CAMPUS
Parking permits for participants staying in the residence halls are
complimentary and will be given to you upon check in. Approved lots
are on the north and east sides of campus, not adjacent to Kauffman.

Information
Tracy Tucker, Willa Cather Foundation
ttucker@willacather.org or 402-746-2653
www.cather.unl.edu and www.WillaCather.org

This conference and the exhibit “Cather and
the Visual” would not be possible without the
gracious gift of Roberta and James Woodress.
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CANCELLATION POLICY

TRANSPORTATION

A $25 administrative fee will be charged for cancellations prior to May
25th, 2015. After May 25th, we will be unable to process cancellations.

OmaLink Shuttle 877-473-5465 www.omalink.com shuttles between
Omaha and Lincoln. Reservations are required. Approximately $50
round trip.

TRAVEL GRANTS
A limited number of grants are available to students. Please contact
Tracy at ttucker@willacather.org for information.

DETAILED PROGRAM
Programs will be available from the directors in May 2015.

AIRPORT AND SHUTTLE INFORMATION
Omaha: www.eppleyairfield.com (4 hours from Red Cloud,
about 200 miles)
Lincoln: www.lincolnairport.com (3 hours from Red Cloud,
about 150 miles)

Rental vehicles are available at the airports in Omaha, Lincoln, and
Grand Island. Please make rental car arrangements directly with the
rental agency. There will be limited availability for private trans
portation between Lincoln and Red Cloud. To inquire about private
transportation, please contact Beth Burke at eburke3@unl.edu.

WCF MEMBERSHIP
$25 introductory 6-month trial membership to the Willa Cather
* Foundation
is required for those presenting papers at the seminar.
need to make special arrangements because of a disability, let
* usIf you
know in advance how we might help you. Please contact Tracy at

Grand Island: www.flygrandisland.com (70 miles from Red Cloud)

ttucker@willacather.org.

The University of Nebraska–Lincoln does not discriminate based on
gender, age, disability, race, religion, marital status, veteran’s status,
national or ethnic origin, or sexual orientation.

cover: W. W. Wilson, photographer, Willa Cather, c. 1925, courtesy of the
Nebraska State Historical Society and the Willa Cather Foundation
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